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On 18 January, 130 participants attended the second Myanmar
Digital Rights Forum in Yangon hosted and co-organised by
Phandeeyar together with MIDO, Free Expression Myanmar,
MCRB, and Engage-Media, with support from the Government
of Sweden.

Over half of participants came from civil society organisations
working on a variety of issues including peace, gender, freedom
of expression, consumer rights, with the remainder evenly split
between the private sector, government and parliament, the
media and academia. More than three quarters of participants
were attending for the first time. The First Digital Rights Forum
was held on 14/15 December 2016.

Participants were asked what has changed since 2016 to the
three digital rights themes of the Forum: freedom of online ex-
pression, online privacy, and security, and equality of online ac-
cess:
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69% said laws and policies were the primary issue.

e 79% said that online privacy and security had worsened.
60% said laws and policies were the primary issue.

e 59% said that access had improved.,
65% said that urban vs. rural divide is the primary issue.

Guest speakers from across Myanmar and internationally high-
lighted a number of ongoing and emerging issues and opportun-
ities in the country.

Overall

e “We see significant rolling back of some key areas of rights in
recent years ... it's absolutely critical for the government to
repeal 66(d) of the Telecommunications Law, repeal the
Official Secrets Act or narrow it in such a way that it does not
interfere in the public’s right to know, and deal with intoler-
ance and disinformation, including by tackling incitement to
discrimination,” said David Kaye the UN Special Rapporteur
on the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression.

In regards to the government:

e “There is little to no public consultation when it comes to de-
veloping laws, which is a key challenge. The Citizen Privacy
and Security Law, for example, is not well designed and in
some ways, violates digital rights,” said Nay Phone Latt, MP
for Yangon Regional Parliament.

¢ “We made many promises in our manifesto ... and some we
have not been able to deliver because of weak institutions,
including the NLD itself. We do however recognise that our
party is not the same as it used to be and we are trying to
change,” said a speaker representing the NLD.

In regards to the courts:

e "Courts cannot deal with digital rights issues. Judges don’t
even understand what ‘share’ means. And the government
hasn’t made even a single scratch in reforming the courts. In
practice we see the head moving one way and the body mov-
ing the other," said a speaker representing lawyers.

In regards to the media:
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¢ “Digital has made our work as journalists more efficient and
quicker. It has also enabled us to hear from Myanmar people
about what they want to hear more about. Unfortunately the
laws and policies are weak and don’t support us,” said a
speaker representing the media.

In regards to society:

e “People with money have power online. Mixed with a lack of
knowledge among normal people, there is a huge problem of
people believing that spam and false information are true,’
said a hate speech analyst.

e “Women in Myanmar are 28% less likely to own phones than
men. This needs to go up. But at least we have this number to
try to improve on - whereas for persons with disabilities, we
don’t even know what the number is,” said Helani Galpaya
LIRNEasia.

¢ “Although there are initiatives working for accessibility,
there’s always a problem which is that contents are not in
unicode and therefore are not machine-readable. So for ex-
ample, text-to-speech and speech-to-text tools don’'t work in
Burmese for persons with disabilities,” said Nyein Chan,
Phandeeyar.

The second day of the Forum on 19 January will identify an ad-
vocacy and action agenda for 2018.

e “These are complex issues and it is critical that we work to-
gether to address them. The objective of Myanmar Digital
Rights Forum is to bring together all relevant stakeholders
annually to share and exchange on digital rights issues and
collaborate on solutions” said Ei Myat Noe Khin, Digital
Rights Program Manager at Phandeeyar, one of the co-

organisers.
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Full report

Download the full report "66d No Real Change" (5mb) in English and
Burmese »
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