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46m people in Myanmar now use the internet, up 10m from last
year

Yangon smartphone users. Photo: Flickr / Remko Tanis

By Coconuts Yangon
Mar 29, 2017
11:56pm Yangon time

The number of internet users in Myanmar has jumped by 10 million over the past year, according to the
latest figures from the Ministry of Transport and Communications acquired by Eleven.

The ministry report states that there were roughly 36 million internet users last year, and that number
has jumped to over 46 million this year (so far). Authorities estimate that about 89% of the population
is now online.

The report also states that there were over 44 million land and mobile phones registered in the 2015-
2016 economic year; as of the end of January this year, there are a total of 54 million registered phones.
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To put that into percentages, technically about 86% of the population had phones last year, but that
number has jumped to 105% this year. However, this doesn’t take into account the fact that mobile
users usually own multiple sim cards.

Unsurprisingly, most Myanmar citizens access the internet through their mobile internet services.

In order to facilitate this jump in mobile and internet penetration, authorities intend to build a total of
16,965 cell towers across the country. As of the end of January this year, there are 14,872 towers within
Myanmar.

Although 4G services were introduced last year, limited spectrum access within the country has
prevented telecom companies from offering faster 4G in more areas. However, officials have plans to
install 1800MHz and 2600MHz bands this year in order to expand 4G coverage across the nation.

Of course, with faster mobile internet services comes more mobile opportunities. Most recently, ride-
hailing service Grab launched a beta trial of their service in Yangon. Following Grab’s announcement,
Uber released a promo video earlier this week claiming that they, too, would be ‘arriving soon’.

Also, more than 35,362 kilometers of fiber cables have been laid, and another 10,730 kilometers are
under construction.
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Shoot Tatmadaw in ‘PDF Game’  to raise money for real PDF to
shoot Tatmadaw

Screenshot from ‘The PDF Game.’

By Coconuts Yangon
May 5, 2022
3:15pm Yangon time

The devs behind a mobile game that pits players against the Tatmadaw said this morning they have
raised about MMK70 million (US$38,000) since last month that will be donated to resistance forces.

The anonymous team behind third-person shooter The PDF Game, named for the so-called People’s
Defence Force fighting against the junta, said a surge in popularity had netted the equivalent of
MMK14.5 million since May 1 alone, with more than 100,000 now playing the game. 

In the game, which is playable in Burmese or English, players take the role of PDF soldiers fighting
against the junta. Though it is a free download, players watch in-game ads that raise money for
donation to the Spring Revolution.
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Aung Kyaw, a 29-year-old player in Yangon’s Sanchaung Township, told Coconuts today that the game
reflects what’s happening in the real world. As soon as players enter the game, Aung Kyaw said they are
greeted by protests – and the atrocities carried out by the military which prompt players to escape into
the forest to join resistance fighters.

“It’s fun to play as you can see the ads in the game that fill in as much ammunition as you need,” Aung
Kyaw said. “Now, I’ve already completed 20 missions.”

The developers, who began work on the game eight months ago remotely outside Myanmar, said
playing the game therefore helps fund the real-life resistance based in the jungle.

What they haven’t done is shown any evidence yet of those funds being transferred to the PDF or
civilian government in exile known as the National Unity Government. In a recent post, the devs said it
takes a month and three weeks to claim the ad money and then another two weeks to distribute the
funds. The devs had not responded to messages sent via social media as of publication time.

Screenshot from ‘The PDF Game.’

The game was released on Android in March with an iOS version following late last month.

“Heroes vs Fascists” reads the game’s loading screen before prompting players to answer if they want to
join the PDF. 

Players can take on male or female soldiers and assign them nicknames. Then the game enters a training
session, where the first 30-second add brings in-game ammunition and, of course, the money the dev
team vows to donate. 

From there, team leader Bo Toot Pe instructs players how to play the game inside a jungle setting.
That’s when you can let blast on Tatmadaw soldiers while supporting the Spring Revolution without
risking any real-life harm. 

The devs told Irrawaddy that they plan to add more to the game.

“We get good input from the players,” one of the anonymous devs said. “The tips have made the game
even better after a month. Although there are still some minor errors, there will be new missions next
month.”

Subscribe to The Coconuts Podcast for top trending news and pop culture from
Southeast Asia and Hong Kong every Friday!
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NUG’s nuts cradled by ‘ball lifter’  exile media: Tat spox

A family friendlier visual metaphor created online, at left. Tatmadaw tuggernut Gen. Zaw Min Tun, at right.

By Coconuts Yangon
Apr 29, 2022
10:25am Yangon time

Junta spokesperson Gen. Zaw Min Tun has blasted banned exiled media outlets as “ball lifters” for the
civilian government in exile and dared them to ask his preferred questions.

Frustrated by an ability to control the narrative, the military mouthpiece tried to reverse an insult for
junta supporters in comments to reporters in which he said seven media outlets including Myanmar
Now, Khit Thit, and Irrawaddy, were boosting the National Unity Government, aka NUG. 

He even had some hygiene tips for those he says are wrapped around anti-junta testicles.

“NUG’s ball-lifter media … are they leprosy media?” he said. “If so, please wash your hands often, like
the lyrics of the COVID-19 prevention song, and stay away from crowds.”

“Ball lifter” has come to be a sobriquet for those who support the military in return for some
advantage.

He said reporters should instead be asking the NUG, which is led by lawmakers from ousted leader
Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy, why it was soliciting so much money.

He mentioned Radio Free Asia, DVB TV News, The Irrawaddy, Mizzima, Myanmar Now and Khit
Thit, whose media licenses were revoked two months after the 2021 coup.
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“Ball lifters” was arguably an improvement over the “sluts” and “whores” he called them just last year. 

And while they may be laughable insults, they help feed a much more dangerous elements. Khit Thit
media reported that a military-aligned group called Blood Allies, which has killed at least eight people in
Mandalay, said recently that it wold kill the family members of those working for DVB, Mizzima, and
Khit Thit.

Observers say his remarks show the Tatmadaw, as Myanmar’s military is known, knows its propaganda
is badly losing the information war.

Since the Feb. 1, 2021, coup, the junta has routinely targeted journalists with arrest warrants, nighttime
raids, arbitrary arrests, beatings, and detentions.

According to Reporters Without Borders, at least 115 journalists had been arrested in the past year, as
of February. Some journalists were detained at home, and violence was frequently used against them,
with three journalists killed since the coup.
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