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Removing Myanmar Military Officials
From Facebook

August 28, 2018

Update added on December 18,2018 at 5:00PM PT to include additional takedowns:

Taking Down More Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior in Myanmar

Today, we removed 425 Facebook Pages, 17 Facebook Groups, 135 Facebook accounts and 15 Instagram accounts in
Myanmar for engaging in coordinated inauthentic behavior on Facebook. As part of our ongoing investigations into
this type of behavior in Myanmar, we discovered that these seemingly independent news, entertainment, beauty and
lifestyle Pages were linked to the Myanmar military, and to the Pages we removed for coordinated inauthentic
behavior in Myanmar in August. This kind of behavior is not allowed on Facebook under our misrepresentation policy.
because we don’t want people or organizations creating networks of accounts to mislead others about who they are,
or what they’re doing.

+ Presence on Facebook and Instagram: 425 Facebook Pages, 17 Facebook Groups, 135 Facebook accounts and 15 Instagram
accounts.

- Followers:


https://about.fb.com/news
https://about.fb.com/2018/12/inside-feed-coordinated-inauthentic-behavior/
https://www.facebook.com/communitystandards/misrepresentation
https://about.fb.com/

+ Approximately 2.5 million people followed at least one of these Facebook Pages
+ Approximately 6,400 people belonged to at least one of these Facebook Groups
+ Approximately 1,300 people followed at least one these Instagram accounts

+ Some of the most followed Facebook Pages were:
+ Down for Anything eaalevalevalel-ieH
+ Let’s Laugh Casually so6le | 0l f Slzliqoonewo
+ We Love Myanmar
- Knowledge
+ All About Myanmar f.de§3@(%lg:go:ochJ(;»::':.e:o"Der:.s

Our decision to remove these Pages was based on the behavior of these actors rather than on the type of content

they were posting. Our investigations in Myanmar are ongoing and we will continue to provide updates on abuse we
find and remove.

Update added on October 15,2018 at 8:37 AM PST to include additional takedowns:

Today, we removed 13 Pages and 10 accounts for engaging in coordinated inauthentic behavior on Facebook in
Myanmar. As part of our ongoing investigations into this type of behavior in Myanmar we discovered that these
seemingly independent entertainment, beauty and informational Pages were linked to the Myanmar military. This
kind of behavior is not allowed on Facebook under our misrepresentation policy because we don’t want people or
organizations creating networks of accounts to mislead others about who they are, or what they’re doing.

+ Presence on Facebook: 13 Pages, 10 accounts
+ Followers: About 1.35 million unique people followed at least one of these 13 Pages

+ Some of the most followed Pages were Beauty and Classic, sopescozqps (Young Female Teachers), 0022 é]USCBqP: o?mé:(ﬁ)
(Collection of Soldier’s Photos), %8§0366: (Lord of Heaven)

We are grateful to The New York Times for sharing what they learned about the use of celebrity and entertainment
accounts to push military propaganda, which aided our investigation and this take-down.

The work we are doing to identify and remove bad content, bad behavior and bad actors on Facebook in Myanmar is
some of the most important work being done at the company. We want to make it more difficult for people to
manipulate our platform in Myanmar and will continue to investigate and take action on this behavior.

Original post published on August 28,2018

The ethnic violence in Myanmar has been truly horrific. Earlier this month, we shared an update on the steps we’re
taking to prevent the spread of hate and misinformation on Facebook. While we were too slow to act, we’re now

making progress - with better technology to identify hate speech, improved reporting tools, and more people to
review content.

Today, we are taking more action in Myanmar, removing a total of 18 Facebook accounts, one Instagram account and
52 Facebook Pages, followed by almost 12 million people. We are preserving data, including content, on the accounts
and Pages we have removed.

Specifically, we are banning 20 individuals and organizations from Facebook in Myanmar — including Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and the military’s Myawady television network.
International experts, most recently in a report by the UN Human Rights Council-authorized Fact-Finding Mission on
Myanmar, have found evidence that many of these individuals and organizations committed or enabled serious
human rights abuses in the country. And we want to prevent them from using our service to further inflame ethnic


https://www.facebook.com/communitystandards/misrepresentation
https://about.fb.com/2018/08/update-on-myanmar/

and religious tensions. This has led us to remove six Pages and six accounts from Facebook — and one account from
Instagram — which are connected to these individuals and organizations. We have not found a presence on Facebook
or Instagram for all 20 individuals and organizations we are banning.

We have also removed 46 Pages and 12 accounts for engaging in coordinated inauthentic behavior on Facebook.
During a recent investigation, we discovered that they used seemingly independent news and opinion Pages to
covertly push the messages of the Myanmar military. This type of behavior is banned under our misrepresentation

policy because we want people to be able to trust the connections they make.

We continue to work to prevent the misuse of Facebook in Myanmar — including through the independent human
rights impact assessment we commissioned earlier in the year. This is a huge responsibility given so many people
there rely on Facebook for information — more so than in almost any other country given the nascent state of the
news media and the recent rapid adoption of mobile phones. It’s why we’re so determined to do better in the future.

A sample of the content from these Pages and accounts is included below. These Pages and accounts were removed
for coordinated inauthentic behavior, not content violations.
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Q Senior General Min Aung Hiaing ©

u ds the trust of all
assistance should be constructive

Nay Py Taw June 14
Myanmar is a UN member stateand its foreign policy is to maintainfriendly
relations with all counts
the prevailing internationalsituation and is cooperating with the UN. The
UN's stand needsthe trust of small eountries ineluding Myanmar. All

. Chief of Defence
Sarvices Senior Genaral Min Aung Hiaing at his meating with Special
Envoy on Myanmar of the UN Secretary General Ms. Christine Schraner
Burgener at the parlour of Bayintnaung Villa here this morning.
Also present at the meating together with the Senior General were Chief
of the General Staff (Army, Navy and Air) General Mya Tun Qo and senior
miltary officers of the Office of the Commander-in-Chief {Army). Ms.
Christine Schraner Burgener was accompanied by Team Leader of South
and Southeast Asia of the Asia-Pacific Division M. Shin Umezu and offi
cials.

The Special Envoy said her visit is to know the true situation of Myanmar
and to submit it to the UN and asked the opinion and altitude of the
Senior General, The Senior General said the Tatmadaw has the
responsibility to fully protect the State and the fives and property of the
ethnic people. The Tatmadaw is a part of the nation, and it was founded
at the time when the country regained independence.
The Tatmadaw members are serving their duties under the discipline,
laws, orders and directives. The Tatmadaw had played an important role
throughaut the successive periods of Myanmar history. It has led the
n State, the
Tatmadaw was just serving its duty of restoring regional peace and
the lives and of Ithas
never done any acts that may harm the other country, other organizations
and the human society.
s a member of the United Nations, Myanmar is actively: cooperating
under the UN leadership. The Tatmadaw's aims and objectives are to
wiork together with the government to achieve eternal peace by signing
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agraement-NCA with all ethnic armed
organizations, to enable all the people to enjoy fullrights of democracy
by fi vy pursuing mult-party democracy, to cooperate with the
to have goed relations wit

countries and to ensure peace and stability. There stages are still
ongoing, and there has been some misunderstanding of the Tatmadaw
over its involvement in these efforts before reaching the goals. The UN
cooperation wil lead to progress in Myanmar's situations. There is diffi
culty with local ethnic people accepting the UN-led organizations
carrying out their activities in Rakhine State.
However, one thing needs to be considered is that the activities of UN
agencies are welcomed in other regions. When conflicts arise, it is
necessary 1o distinguish between the act of individuals and that of the
Tatmadaw. Myanmar is still weak in demacracy experience, wisdom and
other sectors such as education and health. In s effert to build up a

tandard Army, the the

However, of the UN as well
as some countries cannot be assumed as constructive attitude, the.
Serior General commented He continued to say that the expressions of a
leader containing unfounded information and false news are sheer
negative actions and that will lead to hatred, misunderstanding and
unwillingness to cooperate.

There are two Myanmar sayings that go by “Let the amicable relations
last long and let the hatred shorten” and “Try to make a big case small
and a small case disappear.” However, going against these sayings, acts
of trying to prolong hatred and make the small case larger can be found.
In a meeting with representatives of the permanent UN Security Council
member countries, some countries showed constructive attitude while
some acted with misunderstanding.

Itis therefore necessary for the UN 10 bring effective, constructive
relations, the Senior General urged. With regard to Bengalis, the Senior
General explained those who came to live in Rakhine State were accepled
as Bengalis. The usage Rohingya was a word they fabricated. Myanmar
citizens do not at all accept the usage Rohingya.

50, he called for avoiding the usage which may cause problem for
Myanmar citizens. Bengalis mean those who come from Bengal. As they
were brought from Bengal region in the colonial era, they are called
Bengalis. According to the documents on 1872 census of Myanmar, they
were named as Shilte, Pahtan and Muslim, net Rehingya.

With regard to accepting Bengaiis, the deserved ones of them wil be
accepted. They will be scrutinized to accept under the 1982 Citizenship
Law. The interational community needs to help Myanmar for solving the
problem instead of imposing pressure.

Then, they cordially discussed the matters related to removing Myanmar
from the country list of using child soldiers, hoiding the roundiable
eiseussion on Rakhine issue with the Fact-Finding Mission, and
enhancement of cooperation with the United Nations in the future. The
UN Sacretary Genersl's Special Emoy on Myanmar pledged she wil
convey the full clarification to the United Nations.

After the meeting, the Senior General and the UN Secretary General's
Special Envey on Myanmar exchanged commemorative gifts and posed
for a dacumentary photo together with those prasent
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Nines, aid of inemational organizations found in movement area of
extremist Bengall terrorists

Nay Pyl Taw August 29

Whie conducting area clearance operation In Maungtaw Townsnip, Raknine
State, securty tro0ps Seized three home made mines made of 12 inches:
fong and four inches diameter iron pipe, tree mines Installed with remote:
sensors, seven 303 bullels, ITee packages of abou 100 feel long Wies, 5ix
remote control devices, three dry Cels, one bag of rce with labe... See More

D MM Daily Star ol Like Page

This collage the pr . Thi: ks the

Uprising and
asking those who are to blame not to le.

The following pieces of content violate our Community Standards and were removed from Facebook.


https://about.fb.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/collage_nonviolating.png?w=872&h=2048
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This post depicts a group of military families made donations at
the Masoyein monastery (where Wirathu lives).
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Sample Content

Categories:
Data and Privacy, Integrity and Security, Meta, Safety and
Expression

Tags:
Community Standards and Enforcement, Respecting Human
Rights, Security News
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This post alleges that Bengali Muslims have burned down their own homes
in the Maung Daw Region, but placed blame on the Rakhine people or the
military.
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We’re sharing information about the 14 networks we
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